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Garges, Kline win Wilkes-Barre race 

ROBERT MINER For The Times Leader 

Chris Garges and Laura Kline ran and biked their way to wire-to-wire victories in the sixth annual Wilkes-

Barre Duathlon on Sunday. 

 
click image to enlarge 
First-place male finisher Christopher Garges of Bethlehem crosses the finish line in 1:14:12, exactly one minute 

ahead of second-place finisher Sean Robbins of Shavertown in the Wilkes-Barre Duathlon on Sunday morning. 

 
click image to enlarge 
Eventual first-place female finisher Laura Kline of Syracuse, N.Y., turns into the Hanover Industrial Park during the 

second leg of the Wilkes-Barre Duathlon on Sunday morning. 
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Garges, 34, of Bethlehem, a former pro motocross athlete, crossed the finish line on Public Square in 1 

hour, 14 minutes and 12 seconds, winning a $100 prize. He outraced Sean Robbins, 39, of Shavertown, by 

one minute. Robbins won $75. Jeff Pellis, 32, of New York City, finished third in 1:20:33, winning $50.  

“He beat me last year in my first race here,” said Garges of Robbins. “He finished second and I finished 

third. But I got him today.” 

Robbins, who helps organize the duathlon, has now finished second in all six of the duathlons. 

“Sean was strong throughout the entire race,” Garges said. “He kept me honest. I wanted to back off a little 

during the second run (final leg). But Sean was running so well, I just couldn’t relax. It wasn’t ’til about the 

second mile of the second run that I could see that Sean probably wasn’t going to catch me.” 

The race features three-mile run followed by a 16.9-mile bike and then another three-mile run. 

Garges said that he had to be careful, especially biking over the wet railroad tracks. But he said that the wet 

pavement actually cooled things off a bit. 

Robbins wasn’t aware that the man he was attempting to catch was someone who he had outraced last 

year. “I could tell during the first run that he (Garges) was running well,” said Robbins. “And he was going to 

hold onto this. I thought that maybe I could make up some time on him on the bike. And I think I did. But, on 

the second run, he was running real strong. There was no catching him.” 

Kline’s win in 1:23:35 – good for $100 – was her second in as many attempts. The 32-year-old from 

Syracuse, N.Y., won here in 2005. She outraced Monica Obsitos, 22, of Wilkes-Barre, by 3:42. Obsitos won 

$75. Tracey McGurk, 38, of Dallas, won $50 for finishing third in 1:32:08. 

Obsitos didn’t even realize that there was another female racing ahead of her until one mile into the second 

run. 

“I could see her up ahead on a sharp turn,” Obsitos said. “That was when I first realized I wasn’t the leader.” 

It was on that sharp turn when Kline realized that she had about a one-minute lead and was probably going 

to win. 

“But I kept pushing anyway,” said Kline. “I wasn’t going to give up my lead. It was pretty slick here today. So 

I took it easy on the bike on the sharp turns and downhills.” 

Guilty as Charged (runner-John Zawadski, 37, of Plymouth and biker-Jesse Gydosh, 44, of Wyoming) won 

relay team top honors in 1:16:45.  

 


